HhFy Ay SLnA=— o MEEERE

AVF5 0T« TWERZATY NTASSLTIR TERNEBE . THERAD, D
B, TEME. T2 a v A LY T E T AR A BE L TR
My TEBREE N A EBS I BEEIEERT O L0 MBI R -BiEL™
BRFAT Y FMATRBEIFEA ZELCVET ATy FIT7RIBICIE IRED—
T—avEOTOVILBEEDHENRE LIZLODOM, —ROBRKZRER
IFZHZHEEZEBR-RBEELTVWDLDOLHY £ . SEIG. —REITICHKELTWS
ATy FATRBOHRL S, "MERIFREE JHHL D Christopher M. EdelmansE 412
ITyEAZEBNTWKZEIRY LI ARBTOEMRIBE F—HE-T-EE
ERETEL ATy MOV ILOMERBERE . ESAZHELTHEIEAD?

Using Content-Based Instruction to Ensure Relevancy
Christopher M. Edelman

There are three major criteria that must be addressed when
creating curriculum and materials for second-language (L2)
learners: relevancy, saliency, and utility. Through the adoption of
content-based instruction (CBI), it is possible to create interactive
and advanced tasks which satisfy and meet the three main crite-
ria for the creation of a practical curriculum for advanced learners
with specific needs. In this brief essay, | will outline my approach
to creating and implementing a major writing project for students

within the Graduate School of Science and Engineering at Osaka University.

Content-based instruction (CBI) found its core tenant when it was described
by Brinton, Snow, and Wesche as being “the integration of content learning with lan-
guage teaching aims” (1989, p. vii). This is in stark contrast to the traditional language
classroom, where language instruction is isolated into the exclusive study of syntax,
semantics, or lexis. In the CBI classroom, there is a co-mingling of language instruc-
tion and content instruction; additionally, in order to capitalize on this synergy, the
content taught should be material that is important for the personal advancement of
the student in their professional and educational goals. As Brown said, CBI has “the
potential of increasing intrinsic motivation and empowerment, since students are
focused on subject matter that is important to their lives” (2007, p. 56).

Students in an advanced writing class were given the task of writing a research
paper that demonstrated their knowledge of format, style, and register when
creating a paper suitable for submission to an international research journal. The
parameters for the research and the paper that followed it were clear. The project
had had to be:

*QOriginal Research
eSocial Inquiry
eUse Correlational/Comparative Analysis

Because of the time restraints placed on students and their ability to conduct sci-
entific research specific to their major, social research was assigned. The aim of the
CADET program at Osaka University is for students to be interactive researchers
that are able to conduct research and communicate the results at the international
level (http://www.msc.osaka-u.ac.jp/en/program/). While it was beneficial to use
research papers as class models or practice materials, that alone cannot compare
to the real-world application and experience of executing such a task. With the
implementation of a CBI approach, students were able to learn the linguistic tools
necessary while engaging the research in an interactive manner; this was done by
creating measurement devices- surveys, administering them, conducting analysis
of the results, and reporting their findings in a formal research paper according to
APA guidelines, which are the formatting guidelines widely used for international
research journals.

The end result reached farther than the compartmentalized practice offered in
traditional language learning; it addressed the professional needs of the students
and the program (relevancy), was presented at a level that was equal to the linguis-
tic ability of the students (saliency), and empowered them with the tools necessary
for a task they will conduct repeatedly in their future careers (utility). The success
the project created will undoubtedly lead to future achievement and confidence to
create the leaders in the fields of science and engineering the program strives for.
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